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Simple Ways to Consume Responsibly 

We often make purchasing decisions based on cost, but what we fail to 
consider is true cost: the hidden costs that society pays throughout a 
product’s entire lifecycle. For example, air, water, and soil pollution 
from producing, transporting, and disposing of a product lead to public 
health and social justice issues, affecting the 
quality of life for many people locally and 
globally; these costs are not included in the 
price tag of products we buy. While we may 
not be able to calculate the true cost of every 
product we purchase, we can learn about and 
practice responsible consumption.  

1. Make informed purchases. Buy from sustainable and local sources, 
and from businesses that support sustainable practices.  

2. Use what you buy. Prevent waste and prolong the life of a product 
by taking care of it and keeping it in good repair.   

3. When you no longer need it, repurpose it or donate it for reuse. If it 
is not reusable, check where it may be recycled. 

 

Waste Prevention Leaders: Sustainable Renton 

When Scott Kreidermacher 
noticed a surplus of 
unharvested produce 
around his neighborhood, 
he began collecting it, a 
process known as gleaning. 
After connecting with 
other Sustainable Renton 
volunteers and local 

gleaning organizations, he realized how much edible food was going to 
waste. Soon, he was holding pop-ups throughout Renton, distributing 
freshly gleaned produce to those in need.  

Today, Scott and a team of volunteers manage Sustainable Renton’s 
free grocery store in downtown Renton. In addition to food, the store 
offers donated clothing, books, toiletries, and household goods. The 
team’s efforts don’t stop there; Scott personally delivers what remains 
after store hours to homeless camps. Nothing goes to waste.  
 
Looking ahead, Sustainable Renton aspires for a more permanent 
location of their own with greater refrigeration capacity, space to offer 
preservation classes, and maybe one day, a gleaning cafe. For now, the 
free grocery store is at 915 S 3rd St on Mondays from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
To learn more or to volunteer, email sustainablerenton@gmail.com. 
 
We are honored to recognize Scott Kreidermacher and Sustainable 
Renton’s dedicated volunteers as Waste Prevention Leaders for their 
commitment to connecting those in need with food that would 
otherwise have been wasted.  

Know someone in the community who leads the way in preventing 
waste? Send your nomination to oscott@rentonwa.gov.  

Join Us at the Expo                       

 
Lovers of food, gardening, animals, 
and the environment unite! 
Connect with experts and 
enthusiasts to learn about 
gardening, beekeeping, backyard 
chickens, and more. Bring plants 
and seeds to share at the Plant n’ 
Seed swap, and take home new 
ones to try. Solid Waste Utility will 
be there to share resources for 
composting, recycling, and 
preventing waste. See you on 
Saturday, 3/7 from 10am-2pm at 
North Highlands Neighborhood 
Center! For more information, 
contact Carrie Olson.  
 
 

Clean Sweep Program 

From 3/2/20 – 12/31/20, single-
family residential garbage service 
customers in the City of Renton 
may schedule one collection of 
extra garbage without an 
additional charge. See guidelines 
for details.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cascade Gardner Classes  
See the full list of FREE gardening 
classes and register here. Below 
are some classes near Renton, in 
Issaquah and Tukwila. 
Th. 2/20: Veggie Gardening 
Sa. 2/22: Sustainable Gardening 
Sa. 2/29: Veggie Gardening 
Th. 3/5: Small Space Gardening 
Sa. 3/21: Right Plant, Right Place 
Th. 3/26: Hydrangeas, Heucheras,  
                 Hellebores 
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-consumption-production/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/12.pdf
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/one.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=9093033
https://www.ifixit.com/Guide
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/one.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=15513745
https://www.kingcounty.gov/whatdoidowith
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=7922741&pageId=9416668
https://www.facebook.com/SustainableRenton/
https://sustainablerenton.org/
mailto:sustainablerenton@gmail.com
https://rentonwa.gov/cms/one.aspx?pageId=14405941
mailto:oscott@rentonwa.gov
mailto:CLOlson@rentonwa.gov?subject=SubUrban%20Farm%20&%20Garden%20Expo
https://rentonwa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_7922657/File/City%20Hall/Public%20Works/Utility%20Systems/Solid%20Waste/Clean%20Sweep/2020RentonCleanSweepBrochureWEB.pdf
https://cascadewater.org/water-efficiency/cascade-gardener/
https://cascadewater.org/water-efficiency/cascade-gardener/
https://cascadewater.org/water-efficiency/cascade-gardener/
http://rentonwa.gov/
https://twitter.com/CityofRenton
https://www.facebook.com/CityofRenton/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CityofRenton
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-consumption-production/

